making comparisons

Use comparative forms of adjectives

& to compare two things with tharn.
Peopio arc Biggar than tnakes

& to compare two things witheut than.
Which are bigager, peaple or snakes? Penple are bigger

& to compare two things with than, repeating ke, or the auxiliary from the verb.
{'m ralier than you gre. You {fook shorter than | do

& with a than-clause.
This book is more interesting than I expected

spelling rules

- one-syllable words add -er long - longer
onn-syllable words ending vewel + consonant, double tha consonant hot — hotter
words ending in -y change -y to -f and add er

- two-syllable wards ending -y change -y to -f and add -er

argry — angrer hiappy - happier fucky - fuckier
- some two-syllable adjectives use -er or more. Use more if you are in doubt.
more commen { Corumoner more narrow / narrower

more pieasant f pleasanter mare poifte f politer maore simple { simpfer
- muost two- and Lhree- syllabic words put rmore in front

muore modern more expensive more comfortable
- irreqular adjectives

good - better bad - worse far - farther or further

Make comparisons with
& acomparative form + than.
The bite of an Fgyptian Cobra is more poisonous than the bite of an Indian Cobra,

» less + adjective + than, not as + adjective + as
The bite of an Indhan {obra 15 less pasonous than the bite of an Egyptian Cobra.
The bite of an indian Cobra 15 not as poisonous as the bite of an Egyptian Cobra,
& {just) as + adjective + as when two things compare equally.
1 donr't care which gne is more poisonous. I'm {just) as scared of them hoth.

comparative adjective + comparative adjective

Use two comparative adjectives joined by and for a changing situation.
Learning gets harder and harder a5 people grow ofder,

Use the + comparative, the + comparative for the same meaning.
The older peaple get, the harder fearning is.

intensifiers
Use intensifiers much, a lot ete

# tosay how great the comparison is.
It's @ fot hotter than yesterday.  This chair is much more comfortable



1 Write a comparative sentence using the information and an adjective from the list. Make any

necessary changes, leaving out any unnecessary detail.

h

deep dry high large tong low old small

The River Mackenzie, Canada: 4,240 km

Tie River iviger, Africa: 4,170 km

The _River Mackenzie 15 lonaer Hhan the Bwer N:cjar*.
Lake Victoria, Alrica: 69,484 km?

Lake Michigan, North America: 57,757 km’

The Maranas Trench, Pacific Oeean: 10,908 m
The Japan Trench, Northern Pacific: 9,000 m

sMoanl Blang, France: 4,807 i
Mount Elbrus, Russia: 5,642 m

Arica, Chile: average raiitfall 0.76 mm per year
The Libyan Sahara Desecl- average rainfall, less than 15 mm per year

The oldest rocks in Scolland; 3 billion years old
The oidest rocks in Canada: 4 billion years old

The lowest recorded temperature in Finland: -37°C
The lowest recorded temperature in Sweden; -52°C

The island state of Nauru, South DPacific: 21 km?
Monaco: 1.6 km?’

Complete the second sentence so that it means the same as the first sentence, using the adjective in capitals.

d

‘The first question in he test was easier than lhe second one.
The second question in the test was  more. dithicald than
L think my sweels taste better than yours.

I'think my sweels

Slaying al hampe for a holiday is cheaper than travelling abroacl.
Travelling abroad lor a holiday

The Royal Hotel is more old-fashiened than the liclion Hotel,
The Helton Hotel

This chair isn'l as comlorlable as the sula.

The sofa

I think water relreshes me more than milk does.

I think waler is

Romantivc filins interest me imoe than war films,

Lfind . .

lim’s suitcase was lighter than fack's suitcase.

Jim's suitcase

DIFFICUL

TASTY

EXPENSIVE

MODERN

COMEDRTAKLE

REFRESHING

INTERESTING

HLAVY

mak’ng compar ons



3 Complete the sentence with one word,

a2 [expected my exam results to be belter. f {thought the stalion was ncarer.
My exam results were worte. lhanl The slalicon was than I thoughi.
expuected. g Malhs lessons don’'lL seem as shorl as English
b Harry doesn’t look so clever. lessons.
Tarry is __ than he looks, waths lessons seem __than
£ The black coal is smaller Lan the breawvn one. Enulish lessons.
The brown coat is S than the h I'm sure this year is colder than last year.
black one. I'm sure last vear was
d lielen's brother is older than her. than this year.
Helen is — than her hrather. i I'm nol as happy as T used 1o be.
e Jim Carrey's previous film wasn’t as funny as luscdtobe . e than 1 am now.
his latesl one. | The weather vesterday was worse.
Jim Carrey’s latest filmis  _ _ Ihan The weather loday is than il
the previaus one. ws yesterday.

4 Rewrite the first sentence so that it contains the word or words in capitals.

a This book isn't as interesling as that one. LESS
This bock 18 1258 interestmg than that one.

b A bike is less expensive than a seooter. MORE

¢ You're laller than 1am. A3

d The first explanation is unlikely, and 5o is the second. JUST

g {Zral thought the acctdent was less serious than it was. MUORE

f My arm lsn't as painful as it was. THAN

5  Complete the text wilh an adjective fram the list, using a comparative form where necassary.

theap clever difficult casy
Fust impuortant up-to-dale

Nowadays using compulers is mare and more a _ 288en-tial . We can’l do withoul them, and you don'l
have Lo be an expert Lo use one, as using a computeris b e i Bl Hhe thne, You
don’t need to be rich either, as computers are also becoming ¢ e and . . a@stime gocs
on. Also, if vou are studying, the Internel is becoming more and more d. __ as a place 1o find
infarmatian, This used to take a oy lime, but the latest machines are a greal improvement. The

the computern. the it works. However, protecting computers from viruses is
hecoming mote and more { as the people who invent viruses are becoming g
and . The Inlernet has becaome a dangerous place, so it is more and more & ter

be very carctul when we use computers.



6

Choase the correct form, A, B ar £, to complete the text,

When you look mira the night sky, you imay not he able 1o wefl ihe difference between stars and planets, b

plancts are a Y to Earth. Howover, they are siill very far away, and a journey tn Mars would be about

nine months, b than a journey 1o the Moon {about three days). Even il your lutnre space ship was
1= — the ssmple space probes we have now, 1 would still take you a couple of years 10 pe1 10 Jupiter, which
15 d Eanh — more than 1,300 umes, in fact, and sts more than 300 umes e . Jupiter is a gant
ball of gas and the atmaspheric pressureis f_ 0 ds on karth. It you eould land there, you wonld be
g =more than twice as much. The whole planetish . _ Earth as well, and sclentists think that
the centre of the planet may be as hot as 10,000°C. lrueresungly, the day on Jupiterisi__ . | and only lasts
aboul ten hours, but a year on Jupiter lasts for 11 Farth years. So when you vame buck, you would be
] ——  when yon set ou!

a A alot nearer B nedarer than C less near than

b A morelonger B as fovigas C rnuch lokger

£ A muore fust B a fir paster than C not ds fust as

d A very miech bigger than B as big as C less big than

& A asense as B more dense C less dense than

f A alot greater tian B just as great C less great

g A more than heavy B less hevy C runch Neavier

h A as kot as B a fof hotter than C hotter

| A alot shorter B shorter than C less short

| A more ofd B ofder C much ofder than _,ﬂ?

S ———— P— S ——— _E.—m

2

Write six sentences comparing yourself now
with yoursalf aged eight.
Write six sentences comparing cars and bikes.




superlatives and comparatives

forming superiatives
the spellng rules are Lhe same as for comparatives, but add
leng — the longest hot - the hottest happy — the happiest
- form the superlative of longer adjectives by putting most or Jeast in front
the most modern the least expensive the most comfortable
—irregular forms
good — the best had - the worst

Use the superlative forms of adjectives

® to compare one thing with a lot of other things of Lhe same kind. Put the superlative adjecuive
between the and (noun).
Most experts say that the Anaconda Is the biggest snake in the world,
The largest one ever caprired was about 9 matres in langth.

® with ever and present perfect to talk about experiences.
This is the easiest fanguage 've ever learned
We wse present perfoct because we are talking about the speaker’s [ifetime experience, which is
unfinished.
We can also use comparative adjectives when we talk about experiences.
Have you ever seen & bigger snake {than this onel?

forming comparative adverbs

- adverbs ending -ty use mare  slawly — more slowly
lim rins more slowdy than anyone | know!
adverbs with the same lorms as adjectives without -ly add -ar
fast - faster hard — harder
—irregular forms well - better

[

Use comparative adverbs

e to compare two actions.
Anna runs faster than the rest of the team.

e without than.
Who runs faster. Ainna or Hefen? Anna rung faster

o with than, repeating the auxiliary from the verb.
{ run faster than you do.

farming superlative adverbs

- adverbs ending -ly use the mast / least slowly - the most slowly
Jim runs tha most slawly af anyone | know!

— adverhs without -fy add -est fast — the fastest

— irregular farms well — the best

L

Usa superlative adverbs

e o compare one action with a lot of other actions of the same kind, ustng of.
Everyone worked hard, but Kate worked (they hardest.
Kate warked the hardast of all the qirls in her class



Complete the sentence with the superlative form of the adjective in capitals.

a The..

b The

o Aspecimen of king's holly, a plant tfound In the raintorest ob Tasmaunia,
Is one of the plants on Earth - over 43,000 years ofd.

d Thecheetahisthe __. . _ creature on Earth, and is capable of
running al aver 110 kph.

neaviest _ whale ever caught weighed more than 171,000 kg.

whale recorded was over 33 m in length.

e The.. . part of the accanr where a fish has been found was
8,372 m down in the Puerto Rican Trench,
f The fish in the sea is the sailfish, which can trawvel 100 kph.

g No prizes for guessing the world’s o [ishy TUis the deadly
piranha fish.

h The sca wasp, which lives off the north ¢oast of Australia, is the

creature in the sea. I il stings you, you have between

30 seconds and four nminulcs te live,

t The — - spiderin (he world is the goliath spider from
South America, which can be 28 cm across.

i Al the mammal is probably Savi’s pyumy shrew, o

mouse-like creature, which weighs between § and 3 grams.

HEAVY
1.OMNG

QLD

FART

DEEP
SPEEDY

FEROCIOUS

POIRONOLS

LARGE

SMALL

Complete the sentence so that it means the same as the first sentence, and includes &

superlative adjective,

a Uvenever sal in a more comfortable classroom than (his,
This is the
b Ywve never eaten a tastier school lunch than tins.
This is The
¢ I've never read a worse book than this.
This is the
d We've never had a more useful English lesson than this.
I'his is the _ _ _ —
e e never solved an casier problem than his.
This is the
f I've never Laken a lomger test than this.
his is the
g I've never wrltten a mare difficule test than this,
Thisisthe _._ P : -
h T've never seen a more enterlaining schoal play than this.

This is the e —
i We've never usced a more interesting textbook than this.
This is the
j  I've never had a better friend than you.

You ane the o ) I,

_most. comfortable classroom 've ever oo

sat i,

valen.

read.

had.

solved.

fakeny,

— . _ Written.

SCCILT.

used,

—  had.



3 Rewrite the underlined part of the sentence, using a comparative form of an adverb in
the list

easy fast hard heavy long goften slow wedl

When you tell a lie, your brain has Lo work more. . harger
It you cut your haira lol it won't grow ar an increased speed.
Acts of forgetting occur with increased frequency as people get older,

Some crystals grow at a lower speed i1 space.
tnals” milk is digested wiih tess diffjcully than cows® milk.

People may live for a greater number of years by ealing less.
People drive with more skill along tree-lined streets.

W@ ™ Mmoot ooow

As a low weather front approaches, 1L starts to drizzle and then rains
it lut as a warm fruat approaches.

4 Complete each sentence with a suitable form of an adverb from the list. Then decide if each fact
is true or false. Check the factual answers on page 208.

carefully  clearly early easity Fast
heavily loudly quickly quietly  slowly

a [lot water can m [act {reeze MOTE EABilH than cold
waler.

b Bird {lu spreads to humans SRR | | F-1 ¢
Lhought.

Scienlists believe thai human beings speak
royw Bhan Z50) yoars agio.
d Brazil’s Amazon rainforest is disappearing B
than scicnlists previously estimated,
e 5tudents who use green pens write
The Eaith vibrates and makes o hununing noise, and dous
this .. in the afternoon.
g Teenagers are drinking alcohot earlier and
than ever before.

h Mast younger people think S _ — .— inthcafternoon,
1 Cagleswakeup . . _.. ... . thanany other birds,
j Eating — - does nol reduce your apqrelile.



5 Choose the correct form, A, B, C or D, to complete the sentence.

=20 = B N I < T Y« ol 1Y

S s

—

- B T | B + P o B = T

You left school & thanIdid.

Mirror, mirrar an the wall, whois _____ al them all?

What's . book you've ever read?

Helen’s teacher congratulated her for working so ... ... belore the exams.
Our company can help you to manage your money

You can tvpe i can,

1 find French to speak than Italian.

Which maves , 4 snail or a wonn?

Have yaut ever ealen meal than this?

Picasso's paintings arc among

A later B more lately C wmost lately D wiore late

A the miore beretifd - B as beautifid C the most beautifil D wore beautifil

A more nteresting B the most interesting C the more interesting O wmore inferesting tian
A Fardly B hardest C hard D harder

A successful B jfust as successpul C more successful than D mare successfully

A amuch faster than B ore fast as C just as fast than D tastest than

A difficnlt B mwe difficult C as difficail D most difficult

A qivicker than B as quick as C tnore quickly 0O as quickest

A as good B the best C the good D a better

A the most expensive B mmore expensive C as expensive D not as experisive

6 Complete the text with the most suitable form of the adjective in

brackets.
Londen is one of a (large}  the. largest cigies in the world,
Ies population is b (low) thanTekye or Shanghai,
butir is one of ~ {papular}) rourist destinations ol
all. Londan is probably d (famaous) far its museums,

galleries, palaces and other sights, but it also includes a e (wide)
range of peoples, cultures and religions than many other places. Pecple used to say

chatitwas f {direyl o o city ton, but ivis now much g {clean)

than it was.To the surprise of many people, it now has seme of h (goad) restaurants
in Eurcpe too. For some people, this makes London i {exciting) ... city in Europe.
Unfortunately, London is definitely not | (expensive) _ _ city in Europe. though a holiday

in Londen is good value for money, considering whae there is ro see and do there.

1 Make a list of facts about your country, using superlative adjectives.
2 Write a sentence for each adjective or adverb.
the most uncomiortable the hardest
the least expensive more guickly
mare carefully more guietly _)




